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Christ Eplacopal Church
Shrewsbury, Monmouth County, New Jersey

Owner: Rector, Wardens, and Vestry of Christ Eplscopal
Church

Date of Erectiont 1769
Architect: William Smith of Philadelphia

Bullder: Daniel Halstesd (Heesd workman), Joslah Halstsead,
Othiniel Rogers, Jacob Dennis, Jr.

Pregsent Condition: Excellent
Bumber of Stories: One
Materials of Construction: PFoundatlion - stone

Exterior walls - shingles
imported from England(?)

Interior walls - plaster,

walnscot 811l high, celling
arched

Roof -~ pltch, slaste over
orlzinal wood shingles

Historlcal Data:

The most zealous churchman in Monmouth County
was Colonsl Lewls Morris, later the first governor of

" the province of New Jersey. In wrlting to the Bishop

of London iIn 1700 he saild that there were thirty Quakers
of both sexes who had a meetling house; the rest of the
people had no religion and the youth were lgnorant and
debauched, He requested that a minister be sent to
Shrewsbury. The request was referred to the Socclety for
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. This
soclety appointed the Reverend George Ketth as missionary.
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When Keith arrived in Shrewsbury, he
was accompanied by the Reverend John Talbot who
had been ghip's chaplain on the boat that carried
Keith to America, and who was so much impreased
by the importance of Keith's misslon that he
joined him. Work was begun in Shrewsbury in 1702,
which date is generally accepted as the establishe
ment of Christ Church. The first services were
held in private housges,

It has been stated that the first church
was built in 1703-1704, but this we now know to be
false because Governor Basse in writing to the
Bishop of London in 1711 definitely mentions that
there was no church in Shrewsbury. The first
church was probably built about 1715; the present
church was erected 1n 1769 under the rectorship of
Mr. Cooke. It was not completed until two years
later, for at a meeting of the vestry on April 2,
1771, it was decided to urge Daniel Halstesad, the
foreman, to finish the work bthat he had undertaken.

The church, according to the "Articles
of Agreement" made between John Wardell and the
Reversand Samuel Cocke on the one part and the four
carpenters on the second part, was to cost three
hundred pounds York currency. The dimensions glven
in the agreement speclfy that the church was to be
sixty-~five feet iIn length and thirty-eight feet in
breadth. Two canopled pews were bullt on either
side of the chancel; one for the governor and the other
for the rector. In later years the governor's pew was
occupled by the organ.

Originally, the tower of the church was on
the maln part of the structure. In 1874, a vestibule
was added and the tower was shifted forward squarely
upon it. The bell of the tower was made in England,
and bears the royal crown; the date 1788 13 moulded
on the face, The organ was removed from the governor's
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pew and placed in the loft, and the chancel pews
were retained as memorials,

The last rector of the old church and
the first rector of the new church, the Reverend
Samuel Cooke, was a Tory. When the War of
Independence broke out, he was an unwelcomed
personage in Shrewsbury and went to New York where
he gserved as a chaplain in the British army; later
on he went to Nova Scotla carrying with him some
of the early church records and papers. He was
drowned in trying to cross the St. Lawrence River.
Some of these records have been returned to the
church by the descendants of the Reverend Mr. Coocke.
This probably accounts for the fact that part of the
records are missing.

The church during the Revolutlon was used
as a barracks for American's troops. The soldiers
Eracticed masketry by shooting at the iron crown of
“ngland on the weather-vane; the effects thelr bullets
are 3till visible on the metal ball beneath the crown.

There 13 a grave-stone imbedded in the

floor of the south isle. This reads, "Here lies

the body of Theodosius Bartow, who departed from this
life the fifth day of October 1746"., He was the son
of the Reverend John Bartow of England. Upon his
death he exacted s promise from his wife that the
expectant child be named after him., The child belng
a girl was named Theodosla; she in course of timse
married Aaron Burr,

Among the treasures of the church is a
Queen Anne Communion Service gilven to the éhurch in
1708, In the vestlbule hangs the original charter
of the church granted by George IIX through Governor
Burnett on June 3, 1738. The church also possesses
a folio prayer-book printed in Cambridge in 1760,
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which was presented to the church by the
Honorabvle Wllliam Franklin, illegitimate

son of Benjemin Freanklin and last roysal

governor of New Jersey. The clurch possesses

a copy of the "Vinegar Bible", so~called be-
cause of the mlsprint meking the parable of

the wineyard the parable of the vinegasr. Thls
was glven to the church in 1732 by Robert Ellis-
ton, Controller of His Majestles Customs in New
Yorke. The bishop's chair is of considerable
interesty it was constructed and carved by =
village carpenter from pleces of the old ogk
under which the congregation may have worshipped
and in whilch the church bell hung.

At the northwest corner of the church
is to be found the grave of William Leeds; lLeeds
was an early resldent of Middletown. According
to tradition, he 1s supposed to have been one of
Captain Kidd's chief cochorts. He was a weslthy
planter of the communlty and the c¢hurch was
largely supported by him, When he dled he left
438 gcres of land to Christ Church (this was
shared also by Christ Church, Middletown - the
two churches for years were consldered ms one
parish). His neighbors loocked upon it as
consclence money; nevertheless, Christ Church
still derives 1lncome from it. From this section
of the country Captain Kidd recruited many of his
crew, and he himself 1s supposed to have had a
permanent resldence near Middletown., His chief
hesdquarters in 1€69 was at Bays landing, now
Ideal Beach. Piracy In those days was not as
disreputable as we might think. Eidd had been
commissioned to "exterminate plrates" and his
partners were the Governor of New York and the
King of Englend. Tho merchants of Middletown,
marketed Kidd's goods., Captain XKidd was hanged in
England not on the charge of piracy, but on =
feetle charge of having killed one of his mubtinous
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crew., There i1s a tradition thet Captsin Kidd
placed s hldden cross in Christ Church, Shrewsbury.

Bibliography:

Vestry Records and Parish Documents
of Christ Church

Holmes, Frank R. History of Monmouth

County, New Jersey 1664-1020 3 Volumes

New York snd Chicago, Lewis Historical
Publishing Company, 1922

Mandeville, EJW. The Story of Middle-
townn The 0ldest Settlement in New Jersey
Middletowm, Christ Church, N.D. (1927)

Delatush, George A,, local historian

Supervising Historian

Digtrict Officer

o Doc 126 TTIOO



